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were burned alive by it in. Spain during the 236 years of its fullest power; in addition to these it heavily punished 291,450 human beings. In cfne year 950 persons were burned alive in Ciudad Real. The last woman burned in Spain was an unfortunate creature accused of making a contract with the devil ; she suffered at Seville, on November 7, 1781, only ninety-six years ago. In 1492, the Jews were driven out of Spain, under penalty of death if they returned; the Spanish clergy preached against them in the open squares ; all help was denied them; they died Jike sheep as they struggled along the roads out of *Spain. In 1502, the Moors were the-victims; they, too, were driven out of the land of their birth, and no less than.^3,000,000 harmless, peaceful citizens were thus exiled by Christianity.
In the Netherlands, Alva was a shining light of the Church; he was sent there to extirpate heresy, and right bloodily he worked at his task. He " boasted that, in the five or six years of his administration, he had put to death in cold blood more than 18,000 .... we know, from other sources, that in one year more than 8000 were either executed or burned" (Buckle's " History of Civilization," vol. ii. p. 451). The Prince of Orange estimated that, up to the year 1566, 50,000 persons had been put to death in obedience to the edicts (See Ibid., note).
The massacre of St. Bartholomew is another fruit of the Christian tree. At Paris, Aug. 24, 1-572, the Huguenots were suddenly attacked, and over 1400 persons were slain, the king, from his palace window, shooting at the flying fugitives. A cKurch bell gave the signal for the massacre, and the cross was the sign of the murderers. Pope Gregory XIII. struck a medal to commemorate the event, and chanted a grand Te Deum of gratitude. France has many another blood-stained page to show. The dragonnades, under Louis XIV., give us some of the most piteous tales of Christian persecution. Soldiers were let loose on the Huguenot population ^with permission to do all save actually slay : " Afterwards they fall upon the Protestants (A.D. 1685); and there was no wickedness, though never so horrid, which they did not put in practice, that they might enforce them to change their religion. They bound them as criminals are when they be put to the rack ; and in that posture, putting a funnel into their mouths, they poured wine down their throats till its fumes had deprived them of their reason and